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Traffic snapshot 
● MAHB network of airports continues to achieve another significant milestone in July 2023, recording all 

new highs in the overall passenger movements with more than 11 million passengers.  
● It is noteworthy that both Malaysia and Turkey operations registered new highs for July 2023 with 7.4 

million and 3.7 million passengers respectively.  
● International and domestic passenger movements for the network of airports recorded new highs with 

both movements exceeding the 5 million mark for July 2023, recording 5.4 million and 5.7 million 
passengers and reaching 89% and 87% over July 2019 traffic respectively. 

● Airports in Malaysia recorded new highs for both the international and domestic passenger movements 
with 3.5 million and 3.9 million passengers, reaching 75% and 85% over July 2019 respectively. 

● Istanbul SGIA continued to show strong traffic momentum surpassing the pre-pandemic level for three 
consecutive months, recording 3.7 million passenger movements in July 2023, a growth of 8.6% over the 
same corresponding month in 2019.  

● International passenger movements at Istanbul SGIA driven by the surge in summer travel holidays in July 
2023 recorded the highest volume to-date, registering 1.9 million passengers, an double-digit increase of 
35.8% over July 2019.  

● Domestic passenger movements at Istanbul SGIA were equally strong, recording 1.8 million passengers 
reaching 90% of 2019 July levels, the highest recovery rate for the year. 
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Overview of traffic 
Passenger movements for the MAHB network of airports continue to achieve another significant milestone, 
registering more than 11 million passenger movements for the first time in its path to traffic recovery. Both 
Malaysia and Turkey traffic recorded a new high in passenger movements for July 2023 with 7.4 million and 
3.7 million passenger movements respectively. In addition, both the international and domestic passenger 
movements for the network of airports recorded the highest passenger volume for the year, with 5.4 million 
and 5.7 million passengers, reaching 89% and 87% over July 2019 levels respectively.  
 
Airports in Malaysia continue to chart a steady traffic recovery, recording more than 7 million passenger 
movements for the first time in July 2023 since the aviation industry was disrupted by COVID-19.  International 
passenger movements in July 2023 grew steadily, recording 3.5 million passengers and reaching 75% over July 
2019.  It is encouraging to note that most of the regions namely Northeast Asia, Middle East, Southeast Asia, 
Europe, and Southwest Pacific recorded an increase of between 3% to 24% over June 2023. Domestic 
passenger movements were equally resilient, recording 3.9million passengers, reaching 85% of July 2019 
levels.  The growth from both international and domestic sector were partly contributed by the local school 
holiday towards the tail end of July, summer holidays in the Northern Hemisphere, gradual return of China 
travellers, the returning of Hajj pilgrims, new airlines operation, and airlines’ additional flight frequencies in 
the pursue to resume pre-pandemic frequencies as most of the last remaining travel restrictions were 
removed. Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) welcomed the commencement of Salam Air from Muscat, 
Oman with two flights weekly, AirAsia X to Chengdu with three flights weekly, and MYAirline to Bangkok Don 
Mueang with seven flights weekly. Batik Air Malaysia commenced two new routes to Adelaide and Chengdu 
with two and four flights weekly services respectively. Kota Kinabalu International Airport also welcomed two 
new airlines, namely Loong Air from Xi’An Xianyang with two flights weekly and Shanghai Airlines from 
Shanghai PuDong with seven flights weekly. AirAsia resumed Beijing Daxing services with seven flights weekly 
and Macau with two flights weekly. Batik Air Malaysia resumed its China network with direct flights from Kota 
Kinabalu and Langkawi to Chengdu once a week respectively.  
 
Istanbul SGIA total passenger movements has exceeded the pre-pandemic passenger levels for three 
consecutive months, driven partly by leisure and Visit, Friends and Relatives (VFR) market segments 
particularly from the international sector. Airport Council International (ACI) Europe reported airports in 
Turkey had achieved full recovery with Istanbul SGIA ranked fifth in the first half of 2023 with a growth of 1.6% 
over 1H19.  In July 2023, Istanbul SGIA also reached a new record in terms of daily passenger movements with 
more than 124,000 passengers on 29 July.  Pegasus Airlines continues to expand and has launched a new 
international service to Podgorica, Montenegro with 4 times weekly flights from 19 July 2023. Pakistan, Poland, 
Finland, Armenia, Moldova, Montenegro and Bulgaria are new to the Pegasus Airlines network since 2019.  
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